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TOE COMMISSIONERS.

since I closed ray correspondence by tbc Tybee a
few days ago. tbe programme of the Commission, as
to its future proceeding, has been modified. Indeed,
11 is changed almost every day. The only practical
man la old Ben Wade, and he Is overruled by the
S* lf the present programme should be carried
out tbe whole party will leave thiB place about next
Wednesday. Tbe Tennessee, with most of the Com¬
mission and correspondents, will goto Azua, to some
other points on the south side of the island, and
round to Port au Prince. Commissioner White con¬
templates crossing the island with a few compa¬
nions to Puerto Plata, on the Dorth side, following
tbe course taken by a party that went over a few
days ago. The Nantasket sailed on Friday to
Bamana, and will go thence to Puerto Plata
to lake up Mr. White and the others, and will
then meet the.Tennessee either at Cape Haytlen or
Port au Prince. It Is intended that the Tennessee,
.Iter reaching Port au Prince, shall go either with
all the commission or a part to Kiugston,
Jamaica, and to Sautlago de Cuba. This,
It is saio, is to get a mail expected there, to
obtain supplies and to enable our adventurous and
visionary Commissioners to compare Cuba and Ja¬
maica.one under slave labor and the other under
freed negro labor.with St. iiomuigo. Why did not
Congress provide lor a roving mission to the South
ttca islands aud other parts of the globe without
any 11 nit of tluie or money ? There is no end of the
comparisons or contrasts that might be drawn,
though none might be very favorable to St. Domingo
In us present condition.

THEIR VIEWS ON ANNEXATION.
If any reliance can be placed upon the present

impressions and views ol the Commissioners they
will not be stronirly In favor of annexing the whole
of St. Domingo at present. They will be
nfoie Inclined, probably, to swallow It piece
by piece, waiting to see how tho first
ineuthlul may bo digested before taking
another. They may favor taking Snmana as a foot¬
hold, and to extend a Quasi sort of protectorate
over the rest ot Douilnica. and, perhaps, over Haytl
as well. There is a decided alleciion for these
colored people and a desire to put them under the
American flag; hut even Dr. llowe, who thinks a

biack man would become superior to the white,
with the same chances of development, is in doubt
as to the propriety of admitting them as lull Ameri¬
can citizens right away. However, as all the Com¬
mission are of the negro-worshipping radical persua¬
sion, it is difficult to conjecture how far they may
be disposed to go. There may be dtd'event opinions
and a sort of majority and minority report, for both
Mr, White and Dr. llowe arc ambitious to cut a pro¬
minent llgure in this St. Domingo business. They
have thrown the secretary completely iu the shaue,
and, by their Joint votes, overrule Mr. Wade. Still,
everyHung goes on harmonious enough iu a social
way. The expedition is regarded aB a pleasant sort
of thing.a kind ot frolic.aud no one allows a dif¬
ference cr opinion or object to lntcrtere with enjoy-
menu

A PUZZLE.
One or the most puzzling things about St. Do¬

mingo, aud on which a good deal has been said in
Congress, is ilie history of the recent Spanish occu¬
pation of and expulsion irom the country, Hie
t omints.-ion has been investigating that, but under
Uic same disadvantages of all its investigations re¬
garding the real sentiment of the people. On one
side ii has been said the Spaniards were invite't by
the voice of the people to repossess their ancient
colony, and on tne other side, that there never was
a general desire to be governed by spmn again;
mat, in iact, the Spaniards caine here through an
intrigue with the Dommican President, Santaua,
und through a lorccd or pretended vote under his
despotic authority. The Dominicans nave otfered
themselves aud ttieir country, or rather St. Domingo
has been ottered by one or other of its despotic pre¬
sidents, to several ot the great nations ol the world.
Spain alone giosped the oner. This, as is well
Known, whb at the commencement of our great
civil war, aud about the time the Emperor Napoieon
tried to establish an imperial government under a
European dynasty in Mexico. cooking at the
condition or St. Domingo, torn by factions,
utterly prostrate, and fast going to decay
and barbarism, it was natural that the
Dominican* desired some government that would
preserve order and improve the country, and thai
they should have chosen the nattou trum winch they
sprang and which speaks their own l.inguaae
to rule over them. I can readily Imagine that under
sups circumstances aud relationship to the Span¬
iards tud Dominicans might have voluntarily asked
.a retailor* with Spain, it was more reasonable that
Uiey 8'iould desire this than that thev should wish
to be,KnIted to a people 01 another language, tastes,
jrclfgiob aud habits, it is quite likely a majority ol
the people did favor a reunion with Spain, as a
majority now appears to be in ravor of annexation
to the United Mates.
Hut it .is sain by seme that there was no free ex¬

pression.cf opinion, and thatbantnna exercised as
much artiUrary power ever the people and the ques¬
tion as biez dues new. In March and April of lstu
Mr. W. L. Ceiziieuu, writing irom St. Domingo to the
becictary otT.hate atWustilngton. Mr. Seward, says:.
..ind people are sullen and dejected, for not one
man ig a lwmdrec! throughout the country is
willing to anbmit to tue rule of Spain,
and it wld require a strung military
force to keep thewi in subjection. By the aurojt
management ot tbd Cabinet (Dominican) the country
nas been surprised into a seeming ucqnieaence, lor
the masses were at a loss what to do, when strong
military detachment.* suddenly raised the flag of
Spain in vurious interior towns. Them acts are offi¬
cially reported by agenU? sent tor the purpose as the
spontaneous movement of the people, while in fact
care was taken that they shoulu lutve no free voice
or vote in the matter, it is ceiuun that in this city
they witnessed ft with every sign of disgust ami eou-
steriiBtiotl. 1 assure you that the whole proceeding
48 a daring fraud upon the Dominican people and
can only be maintained by a military force as a con¬
sumed country." This picture of Mr. tazoeau,
probably is overdrawn, fir tic was a strong partisan
In opposition to Santaua's policy and was working
for annexation to the United mates, sun it snows
that there is no such thing as cnlighteued public
opinion, or nubile opinion at all, m St. Domingo.
The people have been, as tney are to-day, tltc slaves
of the men holding' supreme power.
The mass of the people know little or noth¬

ing of what annexation means, or of the in d itu-
uons or nature of the go ."gradient or the United
States, Of coprse, a few oi the more ipiedmctu,
particularly In tue seaboard towns, arc better in¬
structed, But even irvu) what in*4ie is kuowu of our
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country and government the Dominicans generally
can understand, 1 suppose, that under our rule they
need not fear such tyranny and exactions as they
endured lately under the Spanish government. Con¬
sequently there would not be the same motive lor
revolt. They would submit, probably, to the benign
government of the American republic. Still to
govern them must be regarded as an experiment
with ail uncertain result, for they are of another
race, lauguage and religion to ourselves and are ac¬
customed to revolutions. They couid not bear our
present taxation, and there are restless and ambi¬
tious chlels who would not like to ne thrown in the
background by a supei lor race. It is Impossible
that such a mongrel people, of all shades ol black
and seaicely one pure white in a thousand, could
ever attain any position, political or social, In the
American republic; nor would tliclr union with us
advance that high civilization which we have
leached and to which we aspire. Then with all
their degradation and poverty the Dominicans
are proud, and more so, perhaps, because tliey
are Ignorant ol the rest or tlie world.
It is possible tliey might chafe under a cnange
which must, by the lorce of circumstances, place
them m an interior position, though extending to
tireui, at tue same tune, liberty, protection, equality
beiorc the law and improvement lu their material
condition, ishould any portion of them become
dissatislied and rebe.lious, however few, the gov¬
ernment would Ann it very troublesome and expen¬
sive to carry on war amid the dense forests and
mountains and under the burning sun of this tropi¬
cal country. The Dominicans are not devoid of
courage, as history shows, and, limited as they are
In number, their ragged bauds of bushwhackers use
their machetes and old guns effectively. The disci¬
plined troops of Spain suffered greatly, and, after
much cos. of men and treasure, were compelled to
leave St. Domingo. While such a war would not be
likely, shou.u annexation take place, It might occur,
and in thai case we should una It more costly, and,
from the nature or the country, and climate, more
destructive of llle than our Indian wars have been.
Mr. Oa.enau unconsciously lias described nretty

much the same state or thlugs existing under the an¬
nexation proceedings or Mr. Haez as existed when
Santana turned St. Domingo over to Spain. There
was as little free expression of public opinion, If
such a thing can be said to exist, In one case as in
the other. At the same time, I believe the people
ore really more In favor of annexa'lon to the United
States now than tliey were to reunion with Spain.
1 think the llaez government is resorting to similar
clap-trap efforts to make It appear that the Domini¬
cans are intent on annexation. Mr. Cazneau says
tne flag of Spain was raised with apparent en¬
thusiasm lu different parts of the country under
the manaueuieut of Santana and through his
agents. There Is reason to believe Mr. Haez is re¬
sorting to a similar proceeding. Just as we were
on the eve of leaving St. Domingo city, and our
baggage packed, ready to ne sent on board the Ten¬
nessee, Mr. liacz Informed the Commissioners, as a
matter of great importance, that the people in dif¬
ferent parts, and particularly at Seybo, were raisingthe American flag and making other demon¬
strations tn favor of annexation. Mr.
Wade had sent his trunk on board. This
ne a s had the desired effect. Unimportant
aH it really was, if even the demonstration of fifty
or a hundred Dominicans In a remote part of the
country was gt nuine and spontaneous, it has had
the effect ol detaining the wlieie party and the Ten¬
nessee five or six days longer. Dr. Howe and Mr.
White became excited, tlie former especially, and
un true quixotic manner It was resolved that one of
the Commissioners, at least, ought to go and investi¬
gate this phenomenon. Tnere was a solemn con¬
clave or the commissioners at once. Old Hen Wade
bus practical common sense, and saw the ab. urdiiv
of wasting time m that way. He opposed the propo-
Bitien, but was overruled by bis two colleagues.Everything goes by vote, and generally \\ ade is tue
.minority of one. lie growls and takes things as
easy as he can. Dr. Howe is a veritable Don Quixote.I' the party, rushing hither and thither In search of
adventures, or, what amounts to the same thing, In
sea.ica of inlormatlon of na value whatever. Mr.
Whue.is little more practical. The consequence Is.
In tlr.ls matter or our delay, that Dr. Dowe has gone
a hundred miles Into the tnterter to find out, if he
can, the meaning of a dozen negroes or so raising
the Anxxucan flag.
OflTor A ua-Denth on Board.Prraident Hue:
on the ;re»ne»0oe.He Deolrea to Visit Azun-
Return of Dr. Howe.Cennisoioner VVUit
(»oct Overland.A Visit to tl|| Theatre.Tin
Subject of Annexation.

on Board tjte Tennessee, )
Off St. Domingo Citt, Feb. 21,1871. j

"Abb BANDS, DP ANCHOR."
As Istvrlte everything aud everybody on shore be

lomglng-to our party are being harried aboard tin
Tennessee with a view of sailing to Axua una after
noon."

DEATH OF ONE OP THE CREW.
We UaVb\iu8t witnessed an lmpresslvo scene oi

board. The i/V'y of one of the men has Just beet
lowered tn a boa< t0T burial on short. The man diet
last night after tfu days' illness, arising from i
severe cold At first. VM A* ordinary oom mt ill

ness, and death resulted Trom the constitution of
the patient being so much broken that it could not
overcome the attack. The deceased was a fireman,
and his name Fish. He was from Now York city.
Two Dominican Catholic priests came on board last
night and administered the last consolation of re¬

ligion to the poor rellow. All hands were piped up
and the officers were m dress to pay respect to the
remains as they were brought from below,
carried along tbo deck and lowered Into the
boat. The coffin was covered by the American flag,
and on this lay the caps of the sailors who bore the
body on their shoulders. The band played a solemn
luneral inarch, and all on board, from four hundred
to five hundred persons, officers, seamen, marines,
and those attached to the expedition, grotmcd In pro¬
per order on the maiirdeck and poop, and stood un¬

covered and silent till the boat containing the body
was pulled away from the ship's side. The pre¬
sence of deatn always creates a serious Impression,
an-l more especially under the ceremony prescribed
by the naval service and when the body of a fellow
countrymen is left In a strange land.

PRESIDENT BAEZ A PASSENGER.
Another and quite different scene was witnessed

on board an hour afterwards. President Baez, who
had been invited to take passage on the Tennessee
to Azua, came on board with his suite. The ship's
launch conveyed them, lie aud his military officers,
comprising the General-in-Chief, Cammero, three or
four aides-de-camp, and others, nearly all black, or
very dark colored, were In full uniform.
Two of the Cabloet.Gantler and Curlel.
accompanied the President. The captain,
oUlcers and marines were In full uniform,
Our band played Inspiring airs as the party
approached and ascended the ship and while
the formal reception on tne deck was going on.

Immediately after twenty-one of the monster guns
were fired, making tne immense vessel quiver from
stem to stern and smothering us in smoke. Then
the Presidential party were taken to the captain's
cabin and regaled with good champagne. In the
course of an hour or so all except Mr. Baez and his
aids left for the shore. President, captain aud all soon
took off their full uniform after the ceremony was
over and settled down to the condition of ordinary
mortals. We shall sail for Azua at five o'clock this
evening, and reach that place In the morning.
Whether Mr. Baez will be our guest ana companion
longer than to-morrow morning is not known at

present. He was anxious to be Invited to take pas¬
sage on tne Tennessee, and this being made known
indirectly to the captain and Commissioners tne In¬
vitation was given. He goes professedly to visit
his estates at Azua, and to point out to the Commis¬
sioners the productiveness of that region, but I
have no doubt his real object is to make a

parade of the attention and protection nc receives
ftom our government for the purpose of making an

impression upon the Dominicans, In this way be
silences his opponents and revives the enthusiasm
of his friends. Tnen It must be remembered the
Cabralists occupy tne region of country not far from
Azua and bordering the Haytlen territory. It Is not

many day3 since either Cabral himself or one of his
chiefs came down with a considerable force near to
Azua and had a fight with Dominican troops. At
least so the Baez government reported to us. it was
said, too, that the Dominlean troops, though much
Inferior in numbers, whipped the Cabralists.
Several hundred Domiulcan soldiers are just leaving
in the two government sloops, called war vessels,
for Azua, and to meet the President there. I am
more inclined to believe his voyage on the Tennessee
and assembling of several hundred more troops
at Azua Just as we are going there Is an adroit
stroke of policy, because he understood the Commis¬
sion wished to »?ee cabral, and Intended seeing nim
If possible, true, Mr. baez pretended he
bad no objection to the Commissioners
Interviewing his rlv^l and promised to give a safe
conduct It required for that, but the presence of
himselt and a larger fowce at such a time looks as if
he intended to rrnstrav the object of tho Commis¬
sion while pretending to k"avor lu

ANOTHER REASON .W0R THR VISIT.
There i« another iwaaoQ. perhaps, for the rretl-

dent's visit to Azua and this military demonstra¬
tion. It Is rumored that Cubral contemplates ano-
other attack on the territory of Baez, either at or
near Azua. Ills headquarters are said to be at Sau
.Juan, thirty to forty miles onl.v from Azua. In fact,
the weii-deilned lines of outposts or the two factions
are nearer than that to Azua. Mr. Uaez probably
Is seizing the opportunity while the Tennessee ami
Commission proceed to a point so near his adver¬
sary to terrify him. I have heard over and over
again, and that from well-informed persons, that
Baez nolds power ouly through the aid
and protection of the United States. It
Is certain that the presence of our war vessels
and the Improved guns and mnuitlons of war wo
have supplied have rendered Important service to
liaez. When the Nantasket leit St. Domingo city a
few days ago lor Bamana and Puerto Plata she car¬
ried arms Tor the IJaez government. Our govern¬
ment has really become a party in the war, though
It does not supply men, ami tills notwithstanding
the treaty made with Baez for annexation lulled to
oe ratified uy the Senate. Uaez, his Cabinet and
friends pooh-pooh the Cabralists, and almost the ex¬
istence of Gabral, atone tltne.aand at another make
exiraordinaiy demonstrations as if a terrible con-
lllct were Imminent. The e is no doubt that Cabrai
holds a lurge slice of the Dominican territory Irorn
a point a few miles back of Azua far into the inte¬
rior, including Ban Juan, Benica, Neyba and the re¬
gion ol the salt lakes and mines nun all along tne
ilaytieu border, llowevcr small his force may be.
auu It has been repiescnted to us as insignificant .
Bacz cannot roach It. Cabral's rule, as far as it ex¬
tends, Is as independent as that of Baez, and, look¬
ing at the way in which Baez came into power, Is
quite as legitimate,

Dfe. HOWE RETURNS FROM THE INTERIOR.
Dr. Ilowc Has returned from his wild goose chase

to Seybo, and reports everything in glowing terms.
the country, the people, their enthusiasm for an¬
nexation and everything else. Borne aoO mounted
soldiers, under the command of the general-tn-
chief, Caminero, came rushing into town the
day after from the Seybo region, to strengthen the
impression made. However far tne Dominicans
may be behind the age In civilization they have
pienty of cunning in tne management of this an¬
nexation business, *»al have carried the Commis¬
sioners, and many attached to the commission, bv
storm. Tne day Dr. Howe returned was a carnival,
the usual one in catholic countries preceding the
commencement of Lent; and the wretched grotesque
masks in the streets represented very well the broad
farce being performed by and with the Commission.

Dr. llowe will proceed by land to Azua, going
over the same ground General Slgel and several of
the correspondents went over eight or nine days
ago. The doctor wants to see everything
himself. If he should undertake to ex¬
amine the people one by one on the way as he
has every washerwoman and vagabond Dominican
he could pick up in the towu we shall not get
away from Azua for a lortnight after we arrive.

AN OVKKLANO TKIP.
Commissioner White, with others, proposes to go

overland to Puerto Pluta and to start (o-morrow.
This Journey will take seven or eight days. He is
goiug over the ground, the greater part of the way,
which Proiessor Blake and ills party went over pre¬
viously. All these win be taken up by the Nantasket
and brought round to us at Port au Pi Ince. Among
those who are going with Mr. White is the husbauu
of Lucy Btone black well, who a rived the other day
in the Tybee, and Professor Gabb, wno nas charge
of the Fabens survey business, "birds of a fcaiher
flock together," the eld proverb says, and it was
never better illustrated than in this Bt. Domingo
affair and expedition. With very lew exeeptions,
the whole party on board the Tennessee were negro
worshipping radicals, and now Mr. Lucy Stoiie
Blackwell, and others of the same trioe,
have followed, and propose to join us. Bt.
Domingo is ine place or all others for these
people. if Charles Bumner could be here
and witness the Intlulte blending of colors as the
result el miscegenation, ami see how vastly the
colored people preponderate over the whites, he
would hardly oppose annexation any longer. If
Susan B. Anthony ana her strong-minded sister
agitators could see the freedom 01 social life hero
they might come forward to rescue the administra¬
tion lroiu its Bt. Domingo dilemma. Julia Ward
Howe is represented by her husband, Dr. Howe,
and, therefore, might remain at home. By all means
General Grant should lit out a Becond expedition,
with another batch of radicals, white, black anil
gray, mule and letnale; tor Bt. Domingo is a para¬
dise for them, and they would not lull to urge
annexation, One of tho many comical scenes wit¬
nessed on our voyage and journeys 1 had torgotten
to mention, and one in which Dr. Howe, the ijuixote
of the Commission, wus tho prominent figure.
M'hile at Bamana the Doctor saw both men and
women mounted on bulls, and, as he Is intent 011
examining and trying everything, he resolved to get
astride oue of the.e animals. But this Dominican bu I,
understanding well the difference between a Yankee
and a native, pawed the ground furiousl. and was
well nigh pitching his rider en the ground. Every
one was aiuusod and applauded the Doctor for his
bullinanship.

AT THE THEATRE.
A party of the expedition went to the theatre the

other night, which Is an old couvcut church, ana
one of the largest ruins here. Tae performance
W|ig U|e Apt since our arrival. It Drummed to be a

little sensation amid the ilull routine and tiresome
monotony oi Hfo in st. Domingo. We took a box
for lour, for which wo paid three dollars. Hut we
had to furnish our own seats, and got our ma lire
tlhotel to send chairs. Theu we had to pay lorty-
tlve cents each for admission, in addition to three
dollars for the box. At eight o'clock in the even tig
wc wore at the door, outside wore colored shoe¬
less soldiers, with tixed bayonets; at the entrance
and i.y the side «r the man who took the money was
another similarly half clad black soldier, inside also
were other like soldiers, with llxed bayonets, rite
playbill handed to us read:."ton petmiso tie la
aniondad, coo\paHla dramltU-a tie Don Jose La
t'rani," Ac. Tne play was'-La Condesa de Biirju,
0 Liainor y K1 lnteres." The interior of this
small theatre is us rude-iOOktDK and dirty as
could be imagined. The so-called boxes pro¬
ject a little over the parquet on each side,
and are enclosed in iront by a sort of
fence made of rough slats of wood. Across and
above the whole floor or the parquet, near i he en¬
trance and directly in front or the stage, is the btute
box, in which was seated the t.overnor, Dam inn
liaez, anu others of the governing or upper class.
In the box next to our- were two of the commis¬
sioners (Wade and White), and sandwiched in with
them was Tied Douglass. Oil the opposite side
there was a large box lull Of men, women and chil¬
dren.twelve or lourteen, probably.all in tueirbest,
ana of every shade of color, ircuu the pure negro to
the octoroon. Hits was nil the box audience. In
the parquet, which has the ground lor tne floor and
rough wooden scats, was a strange, motley group
01 about eighty or a hundred persons. The only pure
whites were three of our man-of-war sailors and
some of tne correspondents and scientific men of
the expedition. These latter had, by way 01 contrast,
the young Douglass.black as the blackest of the
uatives.placed conspicuously among them. Two
out oi three ot the Hacz Cabinet Ministers wore In
tlie parquet, who seemed to relish the performance
amazingly. At the end of the first act several cor¬
respondents an t other Aruericuns, following tlm
fashion in more civilized countries, went to pay their
respects to ttie Commissioners and to Mr. Fred
Douglass, who was seated with them. Douglass
appreciated the compliment highly, for he rose with
Immense dignity and shook hands ail round in flM
view ol the gazing audience. This scene was lu per¬
fect harmony with all the surroundings and with
St. Domingo lite. Much cannot be suid for the per¬
formance either of the actors or the half dozen
wretched instrumentalists in the orchestra. The
most amusing part of the whole was the vocirerous
applause, sometimes iu the wrong place, glveu by
the parlv lu our box to the actors, and particular y
to the prettiest ot two women, who happened to be
the worst actress, or, really, no actress at aD. 1 do
not know whether the Dominicans understjbd this
extraordinary applause and the presentation of a
bouquet to Miss Conception, the aforesaid young
lady, as sincere or only fun. but they enjoyed it
greatly. If the theatre and the whoio spectacle
could be transported to New Vork it would take as
uourious novelty better than the broad carieatares
at the Olympic or the funniest negro minstrels.
Cast night (Sunday) there was another performance
by the same company, six lu number, and six In the
orchestra, all Included, out to a larger native audi¬
ence. There was, however, nothing more worihy of
special notice.

MISCEGENATION.
Here It may be as wen to remark, In ccnnection

with the scene described above, that our black and
tan rndical politicians compos,ng the Tennessee
party, with tlie Douglasses ot that color, natural!v
as well as politically, ami including, with two or
th.ee exceptions, alt the correspondents us well us
the commission, are quite at home in bt, Domingo.
Tney see acre Uieir principles or dogmas carried
out to the n&lMt extent. w into men, und some of
them Americans, marry or live with negro women,
and It mailers Utile which, ana bring up their
mixed progeny cs their proper families, just us the
famines of wtnte married people are recognized In
the United Stales. Miscegenation, so far from beingodious, is the rule ot life and not damaging so'-.uily,
though (her» may be very few whites who are proud
enough of their blood and race not to be legally
united with tliccoloie l people. This habit of life,
together with the vast preponderance of the colored
race, the degraded condition of the population und
the tropical climate, soon have adeiuoralizlng lu-
fluenco over our Americans even thnl uo more iruit-
lul place could be found to carry out the miscegenut-
mg tueorlcs or tastes of our radical republicans.

ANNEXATION.
The annexation question, then, must be regarded

as au important one in a social and moral as well as
In a political point of view. We might improve the
Donunlcians, but their influence upoo us, small as
the population Is, could oniy be injurious. Not
only wc uid annexation be the Commencement ot a
new policy of ho,ding distant possessions and In¬
corporating a heterogeneous and au alien race with
our own, but lu the ease of bt. Domiugo there would
be nothing to compensate lor the sacrifice we
should make. Kie.i us the lsl .nd is iu natural unci
undeveloped wealth, like nearly all tropical coun¬
tries, It is. in its present coudl'iou, the sinkhole ot
the Aulilles. The question of labor or improve¬ment of the country I shall advert to hereafter.
Theie is uo comparison between the value oi Cuba
and this Island. Cuba is so near as almost to lorm
a part of the North American comment, it has a
better population and a large number of the pure
fcurouean stock, it has all the elements of civliuuir

tlon, railroads, telegraphs, nouri-nliig cities, nnme-
rouH fine porw, wim a la.-ie roomier a, a vast pro¬duction au<t extensive trade. It is re illy the tiem of
the Antilles, and Is no situated ax to command all
the passages of commerce to and from the fluff of
Mexico, the Caribbean Sea. 'he entire group ol the
W est Indlen, aa well as Central and South America.
How different with St. Domingo, a wddernean and a
wreck, lar away from our shores and i lug on the
outer verge of the Antilles, with a miserable colored
population little removed from barbarism

Tlio Virility of Aztia.f.itoUliitf for Petroleum-**
Tbe Heliuoner Pomona. I'o ('uld'-rn« flay.
Tbe Tennessee Arrives.Address and Itepijr
ol Air. Wade.An Alarm.End of uii Out*
law l'urty.

A/xa, St. Domingo, Feb. 25, 1S71.
AROUND AZl'A.

While our overland party have neen waiting here
for the Tennessee to arrive frotu St. Domingo city
we have not been entirely Kite. We have visited a

number of places in this neighborhood and have
made many Inquiries relative to Its resources.
Two of our party the oilier day visited some mine¬

ral springs about eighteen miles distant, arid were
delighted with their excursion. From the side of a

mountain, and witldu a space of 100 hundred yards,
are several springs, one quit hot, the temperature
being about 16j degrees, and strongly Impregnated
with sulphur; in close proximity Is a warm chaly¬
beate spring and several colder ones. There Is quite
a volume of water issuing from them, and they are
in their natural state, without any Improvements.
Few of the peoplo hero are aware of their existence.
Home water was secured in boltles, to be analysed
upon our return home. About twenty-live tnllea
to the westward we were shown a mountain of con¬
siderable magnitude, which, we are assured, contains
un unlimited amount of rrfok salt.indeed the story
Is that it Is a mountain of salt. We have been una¬
ble to visit It on account of the very unsettled con¬
dition of the country.

A PETROLEUM EXCURSION.
On Sunday morning last we secured horses, pro.

visions and a guidcf and started for a visit to a pe¬
troleum district distant a few miles from Azua.
For a short distance we followed a main road, which
was in pretty good condition; but soon leaving this
wo struck Into a narrow wood path winding around
through the dense chaparral, swaying our bodies
and bending our heads to avoid the low branches,
most of whlcb were provided with sharp thorus.
The morning was well advanced when we started

and the sun was quite hot, but we have become
somewhat accustomed to the heat and do not mind
It as we did at first.
Boon we came to a beautiful spring, carefully pro¬

tected from aDimuls by an enclosure of woven
{.ranches. The water was not very cold, but was

good, and its appearance had a refreshing effect
upon us. Near this spring wo found several large
mango trees, where we left our pack mule and ser¬

vant, with directions to prepare our repast by the
time wo should return from the oil wells. A short
distance further on we came to the petroleum, and
found that considerable labor had been expended
herein order to make use of the oil. A derrick was still
standing and machinery was lying about in a dilapi¬
dated condition. Two wells had been bored, and a
considerable supply of oil obtained, large quantities
of which were visible. Mr. Arthur Folsom, for¬
merly the American Consul to Cape Haytten, had In¬
vested about $10,000 in the endeavor to make use of
the oil, ana had secured a hundred barrelB of good
oil, eight of which were sent to Bostou, and an

analysis had shown It to be ol the heaviest quality
of lubricating oil known, as, however, the duties
were so high as to preclude us Importation the
eight barrels were emptied Into Boston harbor, and
the remainder of the hnnured barrels which were
taken to the beach were allowed to waste. The
speculation thus resulted disastrously to Mr. Folsom,
but nevertheless the fact remains tnat the oil is In
considerable quantity aud Is of exc llent quality
lor lubricating purposes. In the immediate neigh¬
borhood of the wells there Is considerable sulphur
and wo picked up many small pieces from the earth.
After examining the place pretty thoroughly, and
bottling so ne of the oil, we returned to the mango
trees and enjoyed a hearty meal, wlilch baa been
prepared in the meantime. Then slinging our nam-
mocks In tbe boughs of the beautiful trees we en¬

joyed a glorious siesta In the cool shade, anil re¬

turned to town more tuid more Impressed with the
resources of this wouderful Island.

THE POMONA.
ia a schooner of about 50j torn, which has bean
trading between this plaoe ami Boston for a number
ofyears pant; although tu the employ of Maua A
Co., or Boston, aho is compeileil to sail under Kng.
llsh colors, owing to the fact of li sr having beea
built in Kugdsh possessions, tue wise act of Congress
preventing any change in ner register. Captain
Molyncux feels Indignant at the necessity,
and never raises tlio British Hug when it
can be avoided. The Pomona lias been lying
here for nearly two weeks, and we nave rec ived
considerable information troin the captain relative
to the trade of the town nul he character of the
people. Ills cargo uortn is prlaolpallv dye woods,
sugars, molasses, honey, wax and hides, lie speaks
in the highest teriut of the willingness of the people
to lauor, and of their dicile aud friendly disposi¬
tion, and although wiieu the question of annexation
was Ursl mentioned he was oppose I, to it, yet he is
now us strongly lu favor of It. lie s ijs that St. Do¬
mingo Is the richest of the West India islands, sur¬
pass, ng even Cuba lu lis fertility aud natural re¬
sources. Ocoa bay he deviates to oe a good harbor,winch a little expense would render safe and com¬
modious. W e have emoyed 1ns hospitably on boar I
lus vessel a number ol times, aud nave leund liuu to
be a whole-heai ted sailor.

A THIV T ) CAI.DERAS BAT.
On Wednesday morning, about three o'clock, the

mate of the Pomona, wiili iwo men aud mvseii,
started in then' longboat lor a trip 10 Calderas bay,
or, rather, to the month of Hie Ocou river, winch is
about twelve miles distant from tins place. Our
little boat, wiiicli was about sixteen teet long, had a
leg of mutton sail, and contained live casks lor
water, to obtain widen was the main object of the
expedition. We had a pleasant sail across the bay,
aud reached a low sandy beach, near the inoutli of
the river, aoout sunrise. W h le the men were get¬
ting their casks tided 1 strolled back into
the couutry some distance, mid soon found
a rich ueck or laud covered with tne royal puiins.The soil was remarkably fertile, and I came across
frequent fresh water lagoons tided with nsh, winch
1 could see darting about in tue clear depths. Thou¬
sands ot small birds were ieedmg ou a species ol
wild plum, iind a number of wild hogs scampered
oa at my approach. 1 saw a gre it many holes in
the ground, Horn three to six Inches lu diuineter,but 1 could not discover whether they were the bur¬
rows of some aiiuiiul or of the large crab n Inch fre¬
quents this coast, There was but little undergrowth
except the centipede cactus, winch infests every
available spot, and whose long spines penetrate tho
flesh with painful persistence. The Ocoa river lor
some distance above its mouth uivides into several
chauuels, which, however, lose their delta-like na¬
ture bciore reaching tue sea, aud, joining again,
Cow out through a narrow cut witn considerable
velocity. The water was quite clear, as Is also the
seam that region, aud 1 was enabled to see the corai
formation at the oolioin through at least live fathoms
.f water. At the mouth of the river Is formed qnite a
long bar, on wuluh were lodged several huge palmlogs, which prevented tue entrance ol our boat.
Along the coa t in the Immediate vicinity the
breakers were quite Ulgh, aud 1 enjoyed a deliciousLath In them.
cameras Bay is just beyond the river and Is one of

the finest harbors lu tue West Indies. It is com¬
pletely landlocked aud is said to be the only secure
hurricane harbor m the lsiaud. There Is consider¬
able salt manufactured there by evaporatiou, aud it
Is capable ol producing an indefinite amount.

AKKIVAL OP TI1E.TB.SSKS.SEB.While roaming around lu tills manner I caughtsight of a vessel coming in. which, upon a nearer
approach, I was delighted to find was tue Tennes¬
see. As rapidly as pos-lble, therefore, we hastened
homewards, and 1 soon had tue pleasure of shaking
our old comrades by vlie uauds. Captain Temple'sgenial race welcomed us after oar two weelu' ab¬
sence froui the vessel, and letters and papers by the
Tybee were devoured with eagerness. Great commo¬
tion was occasioned lu Azua at tue arrival of the
vessel or the Commission, and soon after the custo¬
mary salute was IIred from the Tennessee General
Hue/., with a considerable cavalcade, made bis ap¬
pearance on the beach and escorted to the town
iuo e who desired to pay a visit. President Baez
came as a asseuger on the Tenuessee, and his pres¬
ence naturally created a great sensation. Mr. Wade
is the only oue of the Commissioners who caiue
around on the vessel, Dr. Howe having started
across overland and Proressor w lute having gone
overland froui St. Domingo 10 Puerto Plata, where
be is to meet the Nuutasket uud rejoin us at Port au
Priuce. The two latier commissioners have
acted In a singuiariy vacillating mautier,
making arrangements oue any which they alter the
next, aud have received the designation from
ad on board ol the ..Bettys." Mr. w'ado consider-
that the object of the Commission has been accom¬
plished. ami Is advocating the reiurn to the United
btutes ami reporting the resmt of their Inqu ries
without delay; but the ol her two desire to hold on
here for a while touger, in order to get back after
tue cold weather, fea.uig the chauge of temperature
upon their systems. The day alter the Teuuessce
arrived Mr. Wade, In his usual business mauner,
weut to Azuh, aud proceeded to take testimony
from the principal men of the lowu; alter which he
declared himself reauy to see anything of special
interest. He expressed Ills Ideas to your correspond-
eat very distiucily, saying that there was but put
opinion on the wlaud regarding unexaUun. and


